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RESEARCH OUTPUTS
Research Description
“Research is intellectually controlled investigation. It advances knowledge through 
the discovery and codification of new information or the development of further 
understanding about existing information. It is a creative and independent activity 
conducted by people with expert knowledge of the theories, methods and information 
of the principal field of enquiry and its cognate discipline(s). Research typically 
involves enquiry of an experimental or critical nature driven by an hypothesis or 
intellectual position capable of rigorous assessment. Its finding must be open to 
scrutiny and formal evaluation by others in the field, and this may be achieved through 
publication or public presentation. A long term and cumulative activity, research is 
often characterised by fruitful new topics for investigation and unexpected uses for 
its findings.”

Taken from CUAP Handbook 2018.

Research Types
The Committee on University Academic Programmes (CUAP) defines research outputs 
as the following:
• Thesis is 90 points and above
• Dissertation as 60 points
• Research Project as less than 60 points. 

Note: As this is a new definition from CUAP in 2018 there may be some programmes 
that have research output types that do not follow this definition. Students currently 
enrolled in a programme that differs from the above will be able to complete as per the 
regulations they enrolled under.

Guidelines for Presenting in Te Reo Māori 
The University is committed to enabling a student to present a thesis/dissertation 
either in part or wholly in Māori. This must be discussed with the faculty at the time 
of enrolment in order to ensure that appropriate supervisors and examiners will be 
available, or where appropriate supervisors or examiners are not available; an approved 
translation service will be made available.

Please refer to: 
Refer to the Postgraduate Research Tab in the Student Digital Workspace (SDW) 
https://sdw.aut.ac.nz
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Theses
The thesis demonstrates the ability of the student to carry out supervised research in 
a sustained investigation, which contributes to the knowledge in the cognate area of 
specialisation. It is conducted with a high level of skill in analysis and critical evaluation. 
It should provide evidence that the student is familiar with and has employed the 
most suitable research methods, and that the procedures are clearly of an appropriate 
standard.

There should be an appropriate balance between the different parts of the thesis. 
In particular, the contribution to the advancement of knowledge should be clearly 
distinguishable from the introductory material, the survey of relevant literature, 
research methodology employed, data analysis and evaluation. The thesis should 
also acknowledge which work has been performed by the student and where results 
obtained from other sources have been included.

Where the thesis is focused on the preparation of a scholarly edition of a text or texts, 
or original artefacts, the completed submission includes a copy of the edited text(s) or 
collection of artefact(s), together with appropriate textual and explanatory annotations 
and a substantial introduction and critical commentary which sets the text(s) or 
artefact(s) in the relevant theoretical, historical and critical context.

Where the thesis contains a creative or practice-oriented component, such as an 
artistic design or literary artefact, or performance the term ‘thesis’ encompasses the 
creative/practice-oriented component and the exegesis as a whole.

Theses with Practice-Oriented Component1

Where programme regulations allow, a thesis may incorporate practice-oriented work. 
In such situations the thesis component is to be comprised by an artefact, as an artistic 
design or literary artefact, or performance, and exegesis and should be considered 
together as an integral part of the overall thesis.

Where the thesis is substantially practice-oriented, the artefact should be accompanied 
by an exegesis. The exegesis relates directly to the practice-oriented work and as such 
does not have a research topic or question of its own. The purpose of the exegesis is 
to elucidate and clarify the relationship between the central concept, key contexts, 
focus and methodology of the creative work, thereby setting the thesis in its relevant 
critical context

Dissertations and Research Projects
A dissertation/research project involves a supervised scholarly investigation of 
an appropriate topic. This may be a small-scale research study, which provides an 
opportunity for the student to be introduced to the process of planning, developing 
and carrying out research under supervision. Alternatively, a dissertation/research 
project may involve a critical analysis and evaluation of the literature pertinent to a 
1 This may include but is not restricted to the following: an exhibition of creative material, journalistic 

articles written to publication standard, curricula or classroom materials.
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selected topic, together with identification of and the rationale for potential areas for 
further research.

A dissertation/research project should provide sufficient information to enable an 
examiner to appreciate that the study or analysis has been undertaken with a level 
of skill which demonstrates independence of thought, critical analysis, constructive 
synthesis and application, grounded in rigorous understanding of the cognate field.

There should be an appropriate balance between the different parts of a dissertation/
research project. In particular, the contribution to the advancement of knowledge in 
the chosen field of study should be clearly distinguishable from introductory material 
and the survey of relevant literature.

Requirements for a dissertation or research project are determined by individual 
faculties, and approved by programme boards of studies and postgraduate committees.

Where appropriate, as for the practice-oriented theses, a discussion will be scheduled 
between the student and examiners in the presence of an exhibition/ presentation of 
practice-oriented work. In this context the discussion is not an examination but is seen 
as a supplement to the written exegesis, providing an opportunity for the student and 
examiners to clarify matters related to the dissertation/research project presentation.
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FORMATTING AND PRESENTATION
Note: 
• Processes for research projects are the same as for dissertations but will be 

undertaken within faculties.

Form of Thesis/Dissertation for Examination
The thesis/dissertation should be a word processed paper document. In the case 
of theses/dissertations incorporating creative, non-written work, an exegesis must 
accompany the visual work. Students should consult with their supervisor.

Supervisors Checklist 
It is recommended that supervisors complete the Thesis and Dissertation Checklist 
for Supervisors to ensure all required components of a thesis or dissertation are 
completed and included as necessary at the time the first draft is submitted. This is 
to ensure that word counts are met, format structures are adhered too, that the thesis 
has been submitted to Turnitin, or an equivalent, and if problems are encountered that 
the student will have time to make changes prior to submission for examination. The 
primary supervisor is to ensure the thesis/dissertation is of the required standard for 
submission for examination.

At time of lodgement for examination, the Associate Dean (Postgraduate) (ADP) will 
sign the PGR12- Lodgement for Examination form to state that the ADP has undertaken 
a superficial check of the thesis/dissertation including:
• Format of thesis/dissertation;
• Inclusion of ethical approval (if applicable);
• Attestation of Authorship page is signed;
• Format requirements are achieved;
• Sign off from supervisor that it is ready for examination (on lodgement 
form). Thesis and Dissertation Checklist for Supervisors on the AUT website.
Refer to the Postgraduate Research Tab in the Student Digital Workspace (SDW) 
https://sdw.aut.ac.nz

Proofreading
A high standard of editing of the work submitted for examination is expected. If 
professional proofreading of theses or dissertations is required, this needs to take 
place in agreement with the primary supervisor and must not detract from the 
originality of the student’s own work. 

The faculties hold lists of preferred proof-readers; please contact your faculty 
postgraduate office directly. Proofreading guidelines are available on the AUT website. 
Refer to the Postgraduate Research Tab in the Student Digital Workspace (SDW) 
https://sdw.aut.ac.nz
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Turnitin
It is compulsory that theses and dissertations, except those presented in Te Reo Māori, 
be submitted to Turnitin, or equivalent,  prior to submission for examination. See page 
119 for further details. 

Non-Print Materials
Where the thesis/dissertation is primarily in visual form, non-print material is 
reproduced in a format suitable for storage and retrieval and must be appropriately 
packaged. Photographic representation, photo reduction, microforms, should be used. 
Students should seek the advice of their primary supervisor in all such cases.

Paper Size
Theses/dissertations should normally be typed on A4 size white bond paper. If 
diagrams, maps, tables and similar presentations do not fit on this sheet size, ISO B4 
size may be used. B4 size pages are to be folded and bound so as to open out at the 
top and the right.

Research Title Naming Convention
Thesis/dissertation titles are to follow title case, where the first letter of each word is 
to be capitalized, except for prepositions, articles and coordinating conjunctions.

Typing
Font size: a legible font of easily readable size such as Times New Roman 11 point or 
Arial 11 point.

Typing is to be spaced either double or space-and-a-half with the exception of 
quotations, footnotes and bibliographies which are to be single spaced. Tables 
should be single spaced and pages numbered consecutively throughout the thesis/
dissertation.

The following minimal margins are recommended:
Left - 4 cm
Top and bottom - 2 cm
Right - 2 cm

Thesis/Dissertation/Exegesis Formats
Three formatting structures can be followed. The thesis/dissertation/exegesis must 
have a clear statement of the objective/research questions, outline the theoretical 
overview that provides the framework for the thesis as a cohesive linked package and 
show clear evidence of the student’s original contribution. All work should follow the 
structure outlined in the next section but the chapters may vary depending on which 
presentation option is adopted. Exemplars of chapter formats are included. 
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Format One - Traditional Research Structure:
Thesis is presented in the traditional thesis structure.
The thesis is wholly written. It includes chapters related to introduction, literature 
review, methodology/methods, data analysis, discussion and conclusions. 

Exemplar Format One chapter format:
• Thesis Abstract 
• Introduction
• Literature review
• Research Design/Methods/Methodology 
• Results/Findings
• Discussion/Conclusions/Implications (including areas identified for further 

research and limitations).
• Reference
Note:
The traditional format does not preclude the inclusion of published manuscripts 
resultant from thesis work, in the appendices.

Format Two – Manuscript Structure:
Master’s and Bachelor’s with Honours students completing research of at least 90 
points, and doctoral students may include in their research submission for examination 
manuscripts that have been prepared as they progress through their degree.
Manuscripts may be work: 

• In preparation for submission to a peer-reviewed journal;
• Submitted to a peer-reviewed journal;
• Published in a peer-reviewed journal; or,
• Considered to be equivalent to the above, by their discipline.

• Conference papers in the ICT field may have a higher ranking than journal 
publications. 

The manuscript(s) must be resultant from work completed during the student’s 
enrolment and supervision in their research degree. These manuscripts may include 
reviews, and experimental findings. 

A thesis using this format requires a comprehensive overall discussion and conclusion 
chapter, and explicit links of at least half a page as a prelude between distinct chapters 
each of which form a sequential and cohesive thesis.

The manuscripts should be presented as they have been submitted for the target 
publication, with the exception that referencing format must be standardised 
throughout the thesis (the format may be chosen, but clearly nominated in the 
introductory material). However, abstracts should not normally be included. A reference 
list by chapter may be included, in addition to a final reference list for the entire thesis.  
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The introductory thesis chapter should state how the thesis is structured, including 
details on direct inclusion of manuscripts as chapters.

Inherent in the manuscript format will be some discussion and conclusion material 
within each chapter, thus it is acknowledged that some repetition may occur between 
the chapters as manuscripts, and the final discussion and conclusion chapter. The 
discussion and conclusion chapter is essential, and should synthesize all findings in 
the thesis as a whole, including practical implications, and future research directions. 

It is not acceptable to insert a copy of a published journal article as a discrete chapter 
in the thesis; all chapters should follow the standard formatting and presentation as 
indicated below.

The proposed thesis structure should be indicated on the PGR9- Confirmation of 
Candidature form, identifying where manuscripts are planned to be incorporated.

Exemplar Format Two Chapter Format

• Thesis Abstract
• Introduction
• Literature Review (which might also be considered as Manuscript 1 if prepared 

as such)
• Prelude/Introduction to Manuscript 1
• Manuscript 1 
• Prelude/Introduction to Manuscript 2
• Manuscript 2 (onwards in subsequent chapters as relevant)
• Discussion / Conclusions / Implications
• References

Format Two Requirements
The student is required to be the principal author of the manuscript, with a stated 
contribution of at least 80%.  Theses including manuscripts must include a signed 
declaration which specify the extent and nature of the contribution and co-authors’ 
contribution to each of the manuscripts.

Doctoral students are required to have a minimum of two manuscripts submitted to a 
peer reviewed journal prior to submission for examination.

Masters and Bachelor’s with Honours with a research component of 90 points or 
above must have a minimum of one manuscript submitted to a peer reviewed journal 
prior to submission for examination.   

It is important for students and supervisors to continue to publish papers, and it is 
recommended that the student and supervisor sign a statement that the papers are 
either submitted or ready for submission. 



103

It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that any published work (or parts thereof) 
included in the thesis comply with the copyright provisions of the publisher.  If 
published manuscripts that form part of a submitted thesis are identified through 
Turnitin on submission, a brief explanatory statement should be included on the 
PGR12 - Lodgement of Thesis for Examination form.
If copyright in the paper(s) is held by the journal publisher(s) the student must obtain 
written permission to include the published work in the thesis unless publishers’ 
guidelines specifically state that this is allowed. Sufficient time must be allowed for 
obtaining the copyright holder’s permission prior to submission of the thesis for 
examination. Evidence of permission obtained is to be included in the thesis in the 
contribution to authorship section of the thesis.

Some publishers will not permit the inclusion of the published version but may permit 
the use of the author’s manuscript version, following peer review (often referred to as 
the post print). For more information, read the Theses & Dissertations guide on the 
Library website or contact the Library’s Research Support Coordinator.

For proforma letters seeking permission from publishers/third party copyright 
material” please see the AUT website.
Refer to the Postgraduate Research Tab in the Student Digital Workspace (SDW) 
https://sdw.aut.ac.nz

Note: 
• Research that has been published or accepted for publication, does not ensure a 

pass in a doctoral degree. Examiners will judge a student’s research on its original 
contribution to knowledge and scholarship. The thesis must stand on its own 
merits as a thesis and will be assessed on its totality. Examiners may request 
changes to any part of the thesis whether the articles have been previously 
published or not. 

• Master’s and Bachelors with Honours theses and dissertations of less than 90 
points should follow the traditional format one presentation as there is not 
sufficient time to undertake the requirements of format two by the time of thesis 
submission. It is therefore recommended that the format one or format three 
presentation be followed. 

Format Three:
In a Format Three thesis, it is generally understood that practice does not serve to 
illustrate theory but is more appropriately understood as the site of research. Practice-
oriented research should include an artefact/performance/or other approved output 
and exegesis for examination. The term ‘thesis’ encompasses the creative/practice-
oriented component and the exegesis as a whole. 
Where the thesis is substantially practice-oriented, the artefact is accompanied by 
an exegesis. The exegesis relates directly to the practice-oriented work and as such 
does not have a research topic or question of its own. The purpose of the exegesis is 
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to elucidate and clarify the relationship between the central concept, key contexts, 
focus and methodology of the practice-oriented work, thereby setting the thesis in its 
relevant critical context. 

The mode of presentation to the examiners will be decided in consultation with the 
supervisors, and the programme leader. Where there are no cost constraints, the 
student may choose to present a visual/verbal presentation to the examination panel. 
The student is required to offer a record of such a presentation to the examiners. For 
word limits see page 105.

An artefact may be, but is not limited to:
• A design or literary artefact;
• Visual material;
• An exhibition;
• A collection of art works;
• A novel or short story;
• A film/or animation;
• Any creative means of showcasing practice-oriented research.

A performance may be, but is not limited to:
• A performance such a dance, music, stage or film;
• Any creative means of showcasing practice-oriented research.

Other approved outputs may be, but are not limited to:
• A collection of examples of resources;
• Evidence of a significant practice initiative using video, photographs or whatever 

other means captures the change;
• Any creative means of showcasing practice-oriented research;
• A portfolio;
• A client education video produced as the major focus of the practice project;
• A practice project that records a series of changes over time, a visual record of 

the impact of those changes could form an important part of the presentation;
• A video game or digital art.

Exemplar Format Three Exegesis/Project Report Chapter Format:
• A full explanatory introduction;
• A substantial review of the literature/ critically review knowledge relevant to the 

practice-oriented works;
• Detailed description of methodologies and data/ critical commentary on the 

research process and outcome;
• Discussion of relevant theoretical, historical and critical context ;
• A discussion that overviews the thesis project;
• Reflection of thesis project.
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Word Limits
Note:  
• The word limits stated below are the normal requirements. However, students 

should consult with their supervisors on what is appropriate for their topic, 
methodology or discipline norms.

• Word limits include everything from the introduction to the conclusion, including 
foot notes but not including appendices. 

Programme Format One Format Two Format Three

Doctoral

Normally between 
60,000 and 
80,000 with an 
upper limit of 
100,000 words*

Normally between 
45,000 and 
80,000 words with 
an upper limit of 
100,000 words*

Normally between 
40,000 to 50,000 
words*

Master's 
Thesis

Normally between 
20,000 and 40,000 
word with an upper 
limit of 60,000 
words *

Normally between 
20,000 and 
40,000 words with 
an upper limit of 
60,000 words *

Normally between 
7,000 and 15,000 
words*

Bachelor with 
Honours

Normally between 
10,000 and 30,000 
words*

Normally between 
20,000 and 
40,000 words*

Normally between 
6,000 and 8,000 
words*

Dissertation 
and Research 
Projects

Normally between 
10,000 and 30,000 
words*

N/A
Normally between 
6,000 and 8,000 
words*

* This is dependent on the topic and the specific research undertaken, and may vary 
depending on methodology and the relevant point’s value of the research e.g. 60 
points vs 120 points.

Doctoral Thesis Word Limits
Format One
A doctoral thesis which follows the traditional thesis format is normally between 
60,000 and 80,000 words, with an upper limit of 100,000 words (excluding 
bibliographies and appendices). Students should consult their primary supervisor on 
what is appropriate for their thesis topic and their proposed research.

Format Two
A doctoral thesis which follows the manuscript format is normally between 45,000 and 
80,000 words, with an upper limit of 100,000 words (excluding bibliographies and 
appendices). Students should consult their primary supervisor on what is appropriate 
for their thesis topic and their proposed research.
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Format Three
A doctoral exegesis following a practice-oriented format is normally between 40,000 
to 50,000 words, excluding bibliographies or appendices and is accompanied by a 
body of practical work that forms the primary site of the inquiry. 

Master's Thesis Word Limits
Format One
A master’s thesis which follows the traditional thesis format is normally between 
20,000 and 40,000 words (excluding bibliographies), with an upper limit of 60,000 
words. 
This is dependent on the topic and the specific research undertaken, and may vary 
depending on methodology and the relevant point’s value of the research e.g. 60 
points vs 120 points.

Format Two
Note: Masters with a research component of 90 points or above may follow format 
two. Research of below 90 points must follow format one structure. 

A master’s thesis following the manuscript format is normally between 20,000 and 
40,000 words (excluding bibliographies), with an upper limit of 60,000 words. This is 
dependent on the topic and the specific research undertaken, and varies depending 
on methodology and the relevant point’s value of the research e.g. 90 points vs 120 
points.

Format Three
A master’s thesis which follows the format three exegesis would normally be between 
7,000 and 15,000 words and is accompanied by a body of practical work that forms 
the primary site of the inquiry. . Students should consult their primary supervisor on 
what is appropriate for their exegesis topic and their proposed research.

Bachelor with Honours Word Limits
Format One 
A Bachelor with Honours dissertation which follows the traditional thesis format is 
normally between 10,000 and 30,000 words (excluding bibliographies), depending 
on the topic and the specific research undertaken. Students should consult their 
programme leader on what is appropriate for their dissertation topic.

Format Two
Note: Bachelor with Honours with a research component of 90 points or above may 
follow format two. Research of below 90 points must follow format one structure. 

A Bachelor with Honours research component following the manuscript format 
is normally between 20,000 and 40,000 words (excluding bibliographies), with an 
upper limit of 60,000 words. This is dependent on the topic and the specific research 
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undertaken, and varies depending on methodology.

Format Three
A Bachelor with Honours which follows the format three structure would normally be 
between  6,000 to 8,000 words and is accompanied by a body of practical work that 
forms the primary site of the inquiry.  Students should consult their primary supervisor 
on what is appropriate for their exegesis topic and their proposed research.

Dissertation and Research Project Word Limits
Format One
A dissertation or research project which follows the traditional format is normally 
between 10,000 and 30,000 words (excluding bibliographies), depending on the 
topic and the specific research undertaken. Students should consult their programme 
leader on what is appropriate for their dissertation topic.

Format Two
Note:  A dissertation or research project must follow format one or format three 
structure.

Format Three
A dissertation or research project which follows the format three structure would 
normally be between 6,000 and 8,000 words and is accompanied by a body of 
practical work that forms the primary site of the inquiry. Students should consult their 
primary supervisor on what is appropriate for their exegesis topic and their proposed 
research.

Thesis/Dissertation/Exegesis Layout
Note: For examples of title pages and cover layouts please refer to Appendix C on page 
178
The thesis/dissertation/exegesis should be structured in the following order:
Title page
The first page of the thesis/dissertation/exegesis must contain the following elements:
• Student’s name;
• Full title of the thesis/dissertation/exegesis;
• Year of lodgement (this should be the date the research was submitted for 

examination). Please note that when preparing the final thesis for lodgement to 
Tuwhera (if amendments are required post examination) that the lodgement year 
is required to be changed to the year that the final thesis is lodged to Tuwhera in 
order to graduate. See page 155;

• School, Division or Department;
• The lodgement statement appropriate to the degree.
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Lodgement Statements
PhD and MPhil:
A thesis/dissertation/exegesis submitted to Auckland University of Technology in 
fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of ...........

All Other Postgraduate Degrees (Including Professional Doctorates):
A thesis/dissertation/exegesis submitted to Auckland University of Technology in 
partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of ...........

Abstract
Next in sequence, there is to be an abstract of the thesis/dissertation not exceeding 
500 words in length. An abstract is a concise statement about the work. The abstract 
can be descriptive or informative and usually includes the purpose of the work, the 
main points of the work, and the stated conclusions in the work.

Table of Contents
The thesis/dissertation/exegesis is to include a table of contents after the title page. 
The Table of Contents is a listing of the major section headings in the order of their 
appearance and their respective page numbers. All chapter titles and subheadings 
listed in the Table of Contents must exactly match the headings as presented in the 
text. The Table of Contents itself should not be listed in the Table of Contents.

List of Figures (if any)
This is required if the thesis/dissertation/exegesis contains illustrations. Figures 
include all diagrams, models, flowcharts, graphs, pictures, photographs, line drawings, 
maps. Figures should be formatted according to APA style or other approved reference 
style.

List of Tables (if any)
This is required if the thesis/dissertation/exegesis contains tables that include 
theoretical and/or numerical information. Tables should be formatted according to 
APA style or other approved reference style.
Note: Workshops are available to provide guidance on the current APA style.

Attestation of Authorship
On the first page after the table of contents, the following attestation signed by the 
student certifying the original authorship of the thesis/dissertation is to appear:

“I hereby declare that this submission is my own work and that, to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, it contains no material previously published 
or written by another person (except where explicitly defined in the 
acknowledgements), nor material which to a substantial extent has been 
submitted for the award of any other degree or diploma of a university or 
other institution of higher learning.”
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Co-Authored Works
Where the thesis contains jointly authored research papers, case studies and/or any 
other work published or unpublished the student should be the principal author and 
a declaration is required to state the extent to which the jointly authored material is 
the student’s own work, with a contribution of at least 80%. This declaration should 
include the signatures and percentage contributions of all co-authors and a qualitative 
statement of all contributions.

Declaration of Collaboration
Where a format three practice-oriented thesis contains collaborative artistic 
research or co-production, the student should provide formal distinction of the 
artistic component, as well as acknowledge the collaborators contribution within the 
acknowledgements section of the thesis. For example, a film-maker might work with 
a camera operator, a web-designer may work closely with a software programmer, a 
performer may need a sound composer to contribute to a professionally produced 
final work.

Acknowledgements
Where appropriate, a brief acknowledgement of any substantial assistance received 
should be included on a separate page inserted in sequence. The acknowledgement 
should list the names of all those persons who have provided substantial assistance 
with the research and the nature of that assistance which may relate, for example to 
the:
• Supervisory team;
• Sponsorship of the research;
• Collection of data;
• Processing of the data including the selection and use of particular statistical 

techniques;
• Interpretation of the results of the statistical analysis;
• Editing of the thesis/dissertation;
• Use of graphics in the thesis/dissertation;
• Word processing of the thesis/dissertation.

If any of the assistance was provided for a fee, this should also be recorded.

Intellectual Property Rights
If there is material in the thesis/dissertation/exegesis which could or does have 
implications for the intellectual property rights of the student, the University, a 
sponsor of the research or some other person or body, those implications should be 
stated under the heading “Intellectual Property Rights” either on the same page as the 
acknowledgements or on the next page in sequence.

Ethics Approval
If the thesis/dissertation/exegesis reports on research involving humans or human 



110

  Doctoral       Masters/Honours

biological materials or involving animals, acknowledgement of ethics approval by 
the relevant ethics committee(s) should be stated in the acknowledgements section, 
including the ethics application number and date of approval.

Confidential Material
If there is material in the thesis/dissertation which is confidential for commercial 
or other reasons, either for a specified period or indefinitely, the period of its 
confidentiality and the reasons for its confidentiality should be specified under the 
heading “Confidential Material” on a separate page inserted in sequence.

Confidential material will normally be provided in a separate annex to the thesis/ 
dissertation/exegesis.

The Application for Embargo Form (PGR16) must be submitted during the digital 
deposit process.

Chapters
Chapter formats may differ for various disciplines (check with your supervisor). There 
are three approaches to the style of the thesis/dissertation dependent on whether 
format one, format two or format three are used. Exemplars of formats detailed on 
page 100-104.

References
The thesis/dissertation/exegesis is to include a list of references, in a standard 
format, which should detail alphabetically or numerically the sources acknowledged 
in the body of the work. This section should be included at the end of the thesis/ 
dissertation/exegesis not at the end of each chapter.

Advice regarding bibliographic standards can be obtained from the primary supervisor 
and the Research Support Coordinator.

Glossary (if any)
This is an optional section. A glossary contains brief explanations or definitions of 
difficult, obscure expressions, or specialised terms with their meanings.

Appendices (if any)
This is an optional section for any supplementary material that documents important 
components of the thesis/dissertation/exegesis research process. Appendices should 
be formatted according to APA style or other approved reference style. 

The content of the appendices may vary depending on the methodology used  
however, the following is a guide on what should be included in the appendix:
Appendix A: Ethics Approval (may be more than one letter)
Appendix B: Tools 
a) Interviews, focus group, observation guide
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b) Participant Information Sheet
c) Consent form
d) Letters of support (if applicable) or support services
e) Letter requesting access
Appendix C: Sample of coding or sample of thematic analysis (if applicable)
Appendix D: Research outputs from thesis or publication from thesis (if applicable)
Other appendices may include (if applicable):
• Glossary
• Transcriber confidentiality agreement
• Profiles

Copyright Statement
Students are not required to have a copyright statement in their thesis/dissertation 
as it would be covered by New Zealand copyright law (Copyright Act 1994). However, 
if it is felt that a copyright statement needs to be used then the copyright statement 
located on the Tuwhera website could be used.

Third Party Copyright Material
If you wish to include in your thesis/dissertation/exegesis any material to which 
another person or entity holds the rights, for example an artwork, photograph or 
lengthy extract of text, you should obtain the permission of the copyright holder. 

This letter is available after the Postgraduate forms, on the AUT website: 
Refer to the Postgraduate Research Tab in the Student Digital Workspace (SDW) 
https://sdw.aut.ac.nz


